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March 18, 2026 — Networking for Contracts
Using Outreach, Research, and Visibility to Build Agency Connections

 
Agency and Government Sources
Agencies and government organizations also share events, RFPs, pre-bid meetings, and other opportunities directly through their own channels. Also register on city and county procurement portals to receive bid and event notifications.
1. OMWBE newsletter -- certification events and a directory of partner organizations: omwbe.wa.gov/about-omwbe/newsletters
1. OMWBE events calendar: omwbe.wa.gov/resources/calendar
1. DES updates and news -- sign up for procurement and contracting notifications: public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADES/subscriber/new
1. City of Seattle procurement calendar and alerts: procurement.opengov.com/portal/seattle/calendar
1. King County E-Procurement Supplier Portal: kingcounty.gov supplier portal
1. A more complete list of contracting resources is available through the State Contracts Assistance Network (SCAN): des.wa.gov/sell/how-work-state/state-contracts-assistance-network-scan


*
Conferences, small business events, and agency outreach events help vendors connect directly with agency buyers and procurement staff. This handout is a resource guide to finding relevant networking events, conferences, pre-bid meetings, and event newsletters in Washington State.
RESOURCE GUIDE


*
Small Business Meetups and Organizations
There are many small business events across the state. Many pre-bid meetings and events are hosted or shared by small business organizations. Subscribe to their newsletters and alerts to stay informed.
1. Tabor 100 -- events and contract opportunities for minority-owned businesses: tabor100.org/events
1. Washington APEX Accelerator -- free government contracting workshops statewide: washingtonapex.org
1. SBA Washington District -- training, events, and contracting resources: sba.gov/offices/district/wa/seattle
1. MBDA Washington Business Center -- events and education for minority-owned businesses: mbdawashington.com
1. Business Impact NW -- small business support and procurement workshops: businessimpactnw.org


*
Industry Associations 
These are membership groups for your profession or sector. Industry associations help connect you more directly to training, sector-specific information, and networking with agency buyers and clients in your sector. Regular participation helps you stay informed, build recognition, and become a trusted presence in your field and agency networks. Research membership organizations before joining to maximize your budget and to find groups that provide the greatest networking value.
1. Facilities and Operations: International Facility Management Association (IFMA) Greater Seattle, Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) Seattle King County, Association of Physical Plant Administrators (APPA) for educational facilities
1. HR and Workforce Development: Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) Washington, Association for Talent Development (ATD) Puget Sound, International City/County Management Association (ICMA)
1. Procurement and Contracts: National Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP) Washington Chapter, National Association of State Procurement Officials (NASPO)
1. IT and Digital Services: Washington Technology Industry Association (WTIA), Society for Information Management (SIM) Seattle, Information Systems Security Association (ISSA) Puget Sound, Women in Data Puget Sound, Techqueria Seattle
1. Marketing and Communications: Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) Puget Sound, American Marketing Association (AMA) Puget Sound, American Institute of Graphic Arts (AIGA) Seattle
1. Construction and Trades: Associated Builders and Contractors of Western Washington (ABC), Associated General Contractors of Washington (AGC), National Association of Minority Contractors Washington Chapter (NAMC), National Association of Women in Construction Puget Sound (NAWIC)
1. Janitorial and Facility Maintenance: Building Service Contractors Association International (BSCAI), ISSA The Worldwide Cleaning Industry Association
1. Landscape and Grounds Maintenance: Washington State Nursery and Landscape Association (WSNLA), National Association of Landscape Professionals (NALP)
1. Fleet Maintenance and Vehicle Repair: Automotive Service Association Northwest (ASA), National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE)
1. Trucking and Hauling: Washington Trucking Associations (WTA), Owner Operator Independent Drivers Association (OOIDA)
1. Language and Interpretation Services: Washington State Coalition for Language Access (WASCLA), American Translators Association (ATA), National Association of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators (NAJIT)
1. Document Shredding and Records Management: National Association for Information Destruction (NAID), ARMA International Puget Sound
1. Business Consulting and Coaching: Institute of Management Consultants USA (IMC USA), International Coaching Federation Washington State (ICF), National Association of Women Business Owners Washington (NAWBO)
1. Search online for industry and membership groups and conferences in your sector
If your sector does not have a readily accessible industry association, focus on general small business conferences, organizations such as Tabor 100 and APEX, and agency-sponsored vendor outreach.
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